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Life of a sailor.
[August
After dinner, M'Queen sat by us awhile, and talked w us. He said, all the Laird of Glenmorison's people woi bleed for him, if they were well used ; but that seventy rr had gone out of the Glen to America. That he hims intended to go next year; for that the rent of his fai which twenty years ago was only five pounds, was n raised to twenty pounds. That he could pay ten poui and live; but no more1. Dr. Johnson said, he wisl M'Quecn laird of Glenmorison, and the laird to go to An: ica. M'Queen veiy generously answered, he should be so for it; for the laird could not shift for himself in Amet as he could do.
I talked of the officers whom we had left to-day; h much service they had seen, and how little they got for even of fame.' JOHNSON. 'Sir, a soldier gets as little as a man can get.' BOSWELL. ' Goldsmith has acquired m fame than all the officers last war, who were not Genera JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, you will find ten thousand fit to what they did, before you find one who does what Gc smith has done. You must consider, that a thing is vah according to its rarity. A pebble that paves the strecl in itself more useful than the diamond upon a lady's fing I wish our friend Goldsmith had heard this3.
I yesterday expressed my wonder that John Hay, one our guides, who had been pressed aboard a man-of-war, i not choose to continue in it longer than nine months, al which time he got off. JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, no man \ be a sailor, who has contrivance enough to get himself ii
1 'From him we first heard of the general dissatisfaction whicl novv driving the Highlanders into the other hemisphere; and whc asked him whether they would stay at home if they were well trea1 he answered with indignation, that no man willingly left his na country.' Johnson's Works, \x. 33. See ante, p. 29.
3 ' The chief glory of every people arises from its authors.' 16. v
3 Four years later, three years after Goldsmith's death, John
'observed in Lord Scarsdale's dressing-room Goldsmith's Anini<<
Nature; and said, " Here's our friend.    The poor doctor would h
been happy to hear of this." '    Ante, iii. 183.
a j;omc quiet rural image, or picture of familiar domcstick life.'' John-011's Shakespeare. Northcote (Life of Reynolds, i. 144-151) quotes •thcr notes by Reynolds.
